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Abstract:

A mental disorder affecting an accused person may impair their perception and ability to distinguish right
from wrong, thus impacting their capacity for criminal responsibility and their ability to defend
themselves during criminal proceedings. The emergence of such a disorder necessitates a medical
examination of the accused by a qualified specialist. Confirmation of the disorder may lead to the
suspension of investigation or trial proceedings and the accused's placement in a specialized treatment
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facility under judicial supervision. Suspending proceedings in this case has significant legal implications
affecting the rights of all parties involved. It may impede the victim's right to a judicial ruling, affect the
accused's legal standing regarding the continuation of precautionary measures against them, and
potentially delay the administration of criminal justice. Furthermore, legislative application reveals some
shortcomings and ambiguities in the regulation of these procedures within Libyan legislation,
necessitating clearer legislative intervention to ensure a balance between protecting society, safeguarding
the rights of the accused and the victim, and achieving justice.

Keywords: Criminal liability, Libyan legislation, mental disorder, preliminary investigation,
precautionary measures.
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